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28, rue St-Patrick, Douglastown, Gaspé QC, G4X 2Y2

Téléphone : (418) 368-0288    Télécopieur : (418) 368-0284

douglastown@hotmail.com

PrEsentation
During the year ending March 31, 2007, most of our energy has been directed mainly to assure the realization of the building renovation plans ; some minor work still to be done in the next months, namely the ventilation of the roof. Some preliminary work has been done on the Pudding Stone trail which should be completed next year.
We maintained most of the activities usually offered; the new activities have been more diversified and some were addressed specifically to the anglophone community. By maintaining constant communication, we believe that our relations with the community have improved and that a better mutual understanding indicates encouraging signs.
Community action depends on the support of every person. We bet on openess to gain the adhesion of more people as possible. The generous help that we already get from our volunteers tells us to maintain that course. Without illusions, we hope that more people of our community identify themselves to the Center and make their own objectives, the original mission of our organization. The 10th anniversary of the Center in 2008 will be an opportunity to make retrospection but also to give us a second breath.
Marc Pelletier

President

ACTIVITY REPORT 2006-07
Facelift
Normative regulation work and renovation of the Community Center have been completed in July 2006 by Oneil Dumaresq Constructions Inc. of Rivière-au-Renard who has presented the lowest bid for the contract. We remind you that these works concerned the installation in the basement of fire-proof gyproc, the cleaning and painting of all exterior windows and wooden trim and the roof recovering. Two showers have been installed in the basement for the need of exterior users and for the visitors camping on our ground during the summer. In fact, all was directed to maintain our building in convenient conditions. $60 000 have been obtained from different public funds and the Center had to support the balance including a loan of $25 000, which is already paid back.
Other improvements have been made : the laundry service has been moved in the basement and a storage room for the lodging needs installed on the 2nd floor. With the financial support of a Québec program on social economy a janitor was hired; it helps us to keep the Center in good order and also to begin the cleaning and the painting of inside windows.
Finally, a deal with the Gaspé Elementary School has gived us the opportunity to install playground equipments for kids which have been put in place by a team of workers paid by the Fonds de création d’emplois municipaux (FCEM) under the responsibility of the City of Gaspé. At the same time, wooden benches, bicycle racks have been build and the bow-arrow equipment has been repaired.
Pudding Stone
In the course of summer 2006, the Center received the confirmation of a grant of more than $20 000 by the Ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune  to start the planning and the realization of a trail of around 6 km on public land near the Pudding Stone area. Cleaning and cutting work has been done during spring and summer 2007. The Center has requested the service and expertise of the Unité régionale des sports et des loisirs to help fill grant forms and elaborate the project. Les Entreprises agricoles et forestières de la Péninsule for its part has received the mandate to start the work on the site. A 2nd grant was requested last March to finance completion of the project. This trail will be accessible for outdoors lovers of Douglastown and for our seasonal visitors.
Activities and animation
Many activities have been maintained during the year. The habitual community breakfasts were held and those offered during the summer; a breakfast organized by Lorraine Blais and Gaye Waydham was addressed especially for newcomers of our locality. More than 60 of them showed up and came to meet older residents of Douglastown. A fall flea market was an other opportunity to entertain good neighbourness. The 4th edition of La Grande Noirceur, winter solstice party received the traditional music band Les Vieux de la Vieille of Rivière-au-Renard and attracted a good crowd. A free day-care service offered for the evening has allowed many young parents to have a good time.
A costumed Halloween brunch and a chocolate making journey have been organized especially for the children. Melissa Rehel gave karate courses and Saturday animation for kids of the anglophone community. During the summer, the Club d’haltérophilie de Gaspé held a training camp in which some kids of Douglastown took part.
On the question of the environment, animation on composting was held on the Journée de la terre and over 1500 young trees has been distributed during the month of the tree sponsored by the Ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune. Also, 3 documentary movies have been shown during the spring : An Unconvenient Truth, Des morues et des hommes and Les citadelles ailées de l’Arctique. A mineral exhibition has been organized by the Club de minéralogie de la Gaspésie during a weekend and specimen display put on in exchange for meeting access at the Center.
Some residents showed interest in our community access policy based on voluntary contribution. That policy allows families to use the Center facilities for family matters when those facilities are available. Some took advantage of it and came for child birthday, anniversaries, family reunions, etc.
Concerning the internet center, the number of people using it slightly diminished and some initiation sessions have been offered for elders with the collaboration of the Gaspé Literacy Council. The need for that kind of training is still reality.
Finally, 2 volunteers committees have been put on to organize the 50th anniversary of the St. Patrick Central School and the Irish Cultural Week. These volunteers have been meeting monthly since last January.
Collaborations

The Center has developed many collaborations with different organizations working on local and regional scenes. During the Book Fest (English counterpart of Le Livre en fête) many students have been received for activities related to book and reading organized by the Gaspé Literacy Council and the Douglastown municipal library.
For young families, some day-care journeys have been scheduled with the help of La Maison de la Famille de Gaspé.
The Center took care of children during a week for a winter camp organized by L’école de Cirque de Gaspé.
More than 120 skiers were received for a warm lunch during La Grande traversée de la Gaspésie.
For the 3rd year, The Center received over 50 artists during the Festival des musiques du monde de Gaspé.
A deal has been signed with La Route bleue de la Gaspésie for the use of our land on the shore as a rest area for kayakists.

The Center also collaborated with Le Centre d’action bénévole Le Hauban during the collect of the Guignolée.

Lodging, meeting facilities and meals service
Lodging facilities which allow the Center to get autonomous revenue went better mainly through the renting of rooms for forest workers of La Coopérative forestière de St-Alphonse. Globaly, the hostel took care of more than 2 300 nights over the year. Meeting facilities and meals service maintained its main clientele : the Centre diocésain de pastorale, the Gégep de Gaspé, the Agence de santé et de services sociaux, organizations maintained their fidelity to our services. Promotion should be done to attract other organizations in the future.
Conclusion
All the work done is due to the involvement of our 2 permanent employees Benoit Doyon and Gérald Kennedy, of our  occasional workers and mainly of our volunteers who through their help and support kept the real community mission of our Center. We thank them all. Finally, we have to note the financial support of our main partners the Ministère de l’Éducation du Loisir et du Sport, the Ministère de l’Emploi et de la Solidarité sociale and the City of Gaspé; without their help we would not be able to maintain our activities and to pursue our objectives.
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