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2007-08 ACTIVITY REPORT 
prEsident’S STATEMENT
Progressively, the Community Center plants its roots in the community and we saw, all along the 2007-2008 period, that new bridges have been built through different kind of activities and that new groups of volunteers got involved in their realisation. We are satisfied with this progress and hope to continue to work that way.
The Center, through its mission, wishes to stay an active partner ; the community can always find in its representatives an open mind for the expression of its needs and expectations. The Center cannot pretend to please everyone but intends to continue to work for the progress of Douglastown’s social, cultural and economic life.
Finally, I wish to thank sincerely each and everyone of you who in a way or another support us all through the year in our work.
Marc Pelletier

President

Three major events
Three major events colored the 2007-2008 year. First, the 50th anniversary of the St. Patrick Central School, which became the Community Center in 1998; 120 persons who had been students the first year of the school in 1957 were invited to celebrate and exchange their memories during a week-end. Most of them have kept nice souvenirs of this event. The organization during this event of the exhibit The St. Patrick School in the years of rock’n roll allowed the Center to collect precious photographic archives.
August 13 to 19, 2007, the Center organized the first Douglastown Irish Week to valorize the historical roots of the community. Different kind of activities have been planed and animated by volunteers and professional artists from the Gaspé area and the Maritimes. More than 500 persons took part in one or another proposed activities. The financial support of public bodies and mainly the participants’ contributions helped the Center to realize these two events without any deficit. We have to mention that the collaboration of our volunteers has been essential to the success of the 50th anniversary of  the school as well as of the Irish Week.
The last main project to be mentioned is the opening  last fall of the Pudding Stone mountain trail. This project of over $30 000, started in 2006, has been realized in two steps with the Programme de mise en valeur des ressources forestières of the ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune. Some minor works will have to be complete during the summer 2008. This trail of more than 7 km in the rich and diversified gaspesian forest is an interesting asset for the community as well as a good touristic development tool. In the course of the year, some financial requests have been deposited to give an original signature to the trail by integrating artistic work along the path.
Activities and animation

The Center maintained its community activities to keep a good relationship with the population : two breakfast addressed to the newcomers, community breakfast, each one sponsored by different individuals of Douglastown, two seasonal flea markets, the family winter solstice party, the St. Patrick day… On the environmental theme, three documentaries have been presented, an information has been given by the City of Gaspé on domestic composting and over 2 000 trees have been distributed during the tree month sponsored by the ministère des Ressources naturelles et de la Faune. We have to mention our collaboration for a cleaning day of the Douglastown beach done by the parents, the teachers and the children of the Notre-Dame-de-Liesse school.
For the young  families, a partnership with the Maison de la famille de Gaspé has allowed some parents to have few half-day breaks. In the fall of 2007, the Center starts a new bilingual after school day-care service. During the winter, the Center made available its basement for families interested in interior sport activities. Finally a Christmas song evening has been organized by some volunteers and the profit of this activity has been used to buy new cloths for children from the Maison des femmes de Gaspé.
The Center has supported spontaneous activities put on by some community members. To name a few, pot luck suppers on the initiative of young  families of Douglastown and square dance evenings organized by Maria Griffiths and Loris Briand. The Center wishes to continue to encourage these kind of initiatives.
Maintenance and more
Some works had to be done following our main renovation work made in the recent years. Aeration equipment has been installed on the roof and the north side gutters have been completed. Also the furniture of our multi-functional room has been renewed and used chairs have been bought. The hostel level and the main floor have been revamped by important painting work ; slowly, the Center displays its colors.
In the fall 2007, the Center’s hostel received a three star classification by the Corporation de l’industrie touristique du Québec which is the highest mark in our category.
Communications
The Center maintained during the year its monthly bilingual newsletter and intends to continue to produce this monthly important communication tool. In the same vein, the Center constructed a completely new web site (www.douglastown.net) containing more information and flexible enough to integrate within it any important document produced. Everyone is invited to visit it and give us back his or her comments.
Conclusion
This report doesn’t tell all but refers to the main orientations and actions taken during the year. We invite any one to consult our financial statements to learn more about our hostelling activities, our space renting and restauration services and on our internet access Center. We want to sincerely thank our volunteers who gave a real meaning of our community action and our permanent workers, Benoît Doyon, Gérald kennedy and Jocelyne Grenier for their involvement for the good of the Center. Even if they can be judged perhaps insufficient, salary adjustments have been made during the year.
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